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Friday, April 28, 2017 
 
London Youth Advisory Council Statement on Ranked Ballots: 
 
On April 24th, interested London Youth Advisory Councillors came together to discuss if the City of 
London should use ranked ballots in the municipal 2018 election. Overall, we support the ranked ballot 
system, but have diverging opinions on when it should be implemented by the City of London.  
 
Brandon Dickson (Ward 2), Meegan St. Denis (Ward 4), Raghad Elniwairi (Ward 12), and Mike 
Scafe (Ward 14) support the City of London using ranked ballots in the 2018 election. 
 
Here’s what they said: 
 

● We are deeply concerned by the pressures placed on constituents to vote strategically rather 
than for who they feel is the best candidate for the job. We believe that ranked ballots would 
allow Londoners to vote more closely with their true beliefs, and reduce the inequalities that 
make it difficult for candidates who identify as minorities and have fewer resources to be 
considered viable political options.  

 
● We believe that there needs to be a larger conversation about electoral reform that extends to 

provincial and federal government. If London became the first city in Ontario to adopt the ranked 
ballot system, we think it would help fuel public momentum around this issue and empower 
Londoners to keep building towards a better system of governance on all levels.  

 
Grace Wu (Ward 6) supports ranked ballots, but agrees with City staff’s suggestion to delay 
implementation of the system until 2022 and to hold more public consultations on the issue in 
order to educate Londoners and better track their opinions on the issue.  
 

● I believe the ranked ballot system is ideal for the future, but there is too much dissent amongst 
Londoners for it to be effectively implemented right now. Until more time is invested in public 
consultation and the majority of Londoners agree on the issue, there is a risk that the community 
won’t fully buy into the new electoral process and it only will be a temporary measure. While 
there is an unclear consensus from the public, London should wait to implement ranked ballots 
and instead focus on investing in more pressing change projects. 

 
We may differ on the question of when London should adopt the ranked ballot system, but we all believe 
that electoral reform is a vital and necessary change. Constituents should see their beliefs better 
reflected in their politicians, and ranked ballots have the potential to be a positive step in that direction. 
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Sincerely, 
 
Brandon Dickson - Ward 2 
Meegan St. Denis - Ward 4 
Grace Wu - Ward 6 
Raghad Elniwairi - Ward 12 
Michael Scafe - Ward 14 

 


